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MINUTES OF THE 2ND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM)
OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN AMR WRESTLING FEDERATION

(SAAWF)

ON 1 MAY 2008

1. Welcome
Willie Botha and Danie du Toit welcomed all the members of the SAAWF to the 2nd Annual General Meeting.


2. Joy & Sorrows
Danie du Toit asked for 1 minute silence and all members to stand to honor the late Koos Stander and Zaan van den Heever.
Gert & Schelna Scheepers got engaged and Terence and Nanette got married and only recently returned from their honeymoon.


3. Minutes from the 2007 AGM
The previous minutes from the 2007 AGM was approved by the meeting.


4. SAAWF Status Quo
Rosemary Stroebel told the members about TV coverage that had been arranged to cover the SA Championships as well as a specific Television Production about Armwrestling in South Africa that was scheduled for the following week.

Danie du Toit gave a summary on the history of  Armwrestling in South Africa and he emphasized the amazing growth the sport has shown since 2002.  He stressed the fact that Armwrestling in South Africa will keep on growing and that the sport is here to stay !  He said that there is an amazing pool of talented Armwrestlers and that some of them will definitely become World Champions soon !  South African also has top Internationally qualified Referees which is a vital part of the sport.  He encouraged the members to enroll for the National Referees Course to learn more about the technical side of Armwrestling.

Danie concluded with the statement that “Armwrestling in South Africa is healthy and will grow extensively”

5. South African Championships 2007
Danie thanked Johan van der Heever for all the arrangements of last year’s championships.

6. World Championships 2007
Zuzette du Toit gave feedback on the World Championships in Bulgaria and told the members that it was a Championship of very high standards and excellent Armwrestling.

7. SAAWF Website
Danie told the meeting that Rosemary Stroebel will in future be responsible for the Website and Rosemary informed the members that the Website is still under construction but that it will be up and running in about 2 weeks.

8. Structures of Clubs / Provinces
Johan van den Heever stressed the fact that if there are not more that 4 clubs per province, SAAWF will not be able to achieve Springbok status.  He asked all the clubs to make sure that they register with the SAAWF and from next year each club must have a Club President, Team Captain and a dedicated Admin Officer to assist the SAAWF committee on the SA Championships.
Inter-Club Championships must be held well before the SA Championships in order to prepare the Armwrestlers for bigger tournaments.


9. Job descriptions for SAAWF Officials
This point on the agenda will stand over until the elections of the new SAAWF committee.

10. Year Calendar & SA’s 2008
Clubs to inform the SAAWF of competitions the plan to have so that Rosemary can include it on the SAAWF website.  All members that know of international competitions must also inform Rosemary for inclusion on the website.

11. World Championships – Canada 2008
Zuzette told the members that the estimate to go to Canada this year will be +- R30 000.  She already received quotes from different Travel Agents and that all interested parties can get the required information from her.

12. SAAWF – Finances
Zuzette reported that for the first time in the history of the SAAWF, they started the year with a positive balance in the bank.  She told the clubs that the financial statements were approved by the SAAWF committee and that the Club Presidents may collect a copy of the financial statements from her.  She reported that it is very difficult to organize an event such as the SA Championships without any sponsors and asked everyone to seek new sponsorships.

13. Media Coverage and Marketing
Danie asked the Clubs to contact their local news papers when they host a competition and to forward the newspaper articles and photos to the SAAWF.
He stressed the fact that all armwrestlers should try and acquire media coverage for our sport.

14. SAAWF Gala Dinner
All the members agreed that the formal dinner of last year was a great success and that it should become an annual event.  The different Clubs must hand in proposals to Rosemary on this event.  This event will also serve as an Awards Ceremony (Armwrestler of the Year etc.)

15. Armwrestler of the Year Award
Zuzette asked that nominations of these awards should be forwarded to Rosemary asap, for the Committee to do the adjudication.
Categories:
- Men’s Senior
- Ladies Senior
- Boy’s Junior
- Girls Junior
- Men’s Master
- Ladies Master
- Men’s Grand Master
- Ladies Grand Master
- Junior Referee
- Senior Referee
- Spectator of the Year

16. The SAAWF Constitution
The Constitution will be available on the website as soon as it is up and running.

17. SAAWF COMMITTEE ELECTIONS
The current Steering Committee members fulfilled their undertaking to manage and steer the SAAWF for the past three years.  Their term now expired, and the Committee invited nominees for election of a new Committee.  Johan and Zuzette indicated that they were not available for the following term.  Danie and Willie made themselves available to serve a further term on the Management Committee, if elected.
After receiving of three nominees for the position of Secretary, Rosemary Stroebel was elected as new National Secretary for the SAAWF National Management Committee.

The nominees who were elected as members of the new National Management Committee will take place after completion of the current National Tournament.

18. General
Competitors and officials are requested to study the Tournament Rules and to abide by these rules throughout the Tournament.
10 Doping Tests will be performed randomly in accordance with decisions made by the Tournament Master, Johan van der Heever, and his appointed Doping Committee members.

19. Closing
Danie du Toit wishes each and every competitor the best of luck for the Tournament.  The meeting was therewith officially closed.
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