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MINUTES OF THE 3rd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN AMR WRESTLING FEDERATION (SAAWF) ON 2 JULY 2009

1. Welcome

Willie Botha welcomed all the members of the SAAWF to the 3rd Annual General Meeting.


2. Previous Minutes

The previous minutes from the 2008 AGM was approved by the meeting.
Motion: Daan du Toit
Seconded: Danie Stroebel

3. Joy & Sorrows

Willie Botha advised that 2008/2009 has seen its share of illness and incidences amongst armwreslters.

Judy Jacobs was diagnosed with cancer, but she is doing well at present.
Ben Scheepers had a stroke and is recovering.
Ryno Oosthuizen has a blood clot in his leg and is currently still receiving treatment.
Rosemary Stroebel was diagnosed with a heart condition (three leaking heart valves).
Gert Scheepers was in a car accident.
Albie Mostert had an accident with his motorbike.
Francois Bezuidenhout suffered an electric shock at work and was hospitalized with burns to the face and his hand.

On the up side the past year also saw some good things happen.

Terence and Nanette Opperman had a son, DuRandt Opperman.
DeWet Botha had a daughter.  She was born premature and weighed only 600g at birth but she is doing well.
Nicolene Forster and Aubrey Coetzee had a daughter, Kate Lynn.
Bertus Lourens was able to take leave from Iraq to join us for this years Nationals.


4. South African Championships 2008

Willie Botha advised that he received positive feedback from the 2008 Nationals and has also seen some of the footage.  Daan du Toit reiterated that there was only positive feedback from the Nationals.  He continued by thanking each member for their input to ensure the 2008 Nationals was a success.

5. SAAWF Website

Rosemary Stroebel thanked all the members for their input for the website.  She asked members to please remember to share information regarding competitions and events in their area, photos of interest and local news.  Anything is welcome that will be of interest to fellow armwrestlers.

Willie Botha added that Rosemary has been doing a great job with the website.  Sharing both local and international armwrestling information.

Daan du Toit also thanked Rosemary for doing a great job.  The site is easy to navigate and accessible.  He added that members must remember that we need your input and photos to keep the site moving.  He stressed that members must utilize the site as often as possible.  This site belongs to everyone in the armwrestling community.

Gert Scheepers added that the site is also easily accessible from many cellphones so it is not necessary to have internet to keep up to date.

6. Structures of Clubs / Provinces

Rosemary Stroebel asked members to please share information about clubs in South Africa or if you wish to start a club, the necessary details and information to be placed on the website.

Daan du Toit asked members / clubs to advise of competitions in their area to allow members from other areas to attend.

He added that we need to build our club structure to allow for our sport to move forward in South Africa.

Members were also encouraged to ask for assistance when they need help with coaching, refereeing, etc. within their clubs.

Terence Opperman suggested that each club should attempt to hold a minimum of two competitions a year.

7. Referees

Daan gave a brief history of refereeing in South Africa and read forth from his report (see copy attached).

Daan du Toit stated that we need to see growth amongst our referees.  He continued that he envisages starting a Referee Association, holding clinics and meetings during the year and to see expansion under the referees.

He added that every club should have at least two qualified referees.  This will be helpful in club practice to ensure there are no injuries during club practice and local competitions.

Members were asked to report any instance where they feel a referee is misrepresenting the sport.  A formal written complaint will be required and then the necessary steps and follow up action can be taken.

He added that he will look at having set dates during the year for Referee Clinics and possibly locally presented clinics for members.  Hopefully there will be a Referee Clinic arranged for after the Nationals.

A list of qualified Referees can be found on the website.  Members are requested to go through the Referee-in-Chief if they wish to attend a WAF referee clinic.

We need to be proud of our sport.  A logo will be designed and members will be offered the opportunity to vote for their choice.

Current referees are to referee regularly and attend clinics to maintain their referee level / status.

Willie Botha added that the bottom line is “it is a dirty job, but someone has to do it” and that we need to get our referees on par with WAF.

Daan added that the Referee Course does help to improve your game on the table and invites members to participate at least one clinic even if they do not wish to referee at competitions.

8. Armand du Toit

Willie Botha explained the history regarding Armand du Toit in South African armwrestling.  Armand was blessed with the gift of the gab and was successful in bringing the Worlds to South Africa in 2004.

Armand played a large role in promoting armwrestling in South Africa.  Willie continued that he was actively involved in bringing Armand back into the sport to give an injection into armwrestling.

Unfortunately situations arose that led to Armand du Toit being banned from amateur level armwrestling in South Africa.

Many are aware of the Rio Casino competition which was held in Klerksdorp.  Gert Scheepers won the motorbike in the 90kg+ division.  DeWet Botha won a Jacuzzi in the u/90kg division and Liezl de Jager won a Scooter (that she has sold since).

DeWet never received his Jacuzzi nor financial remuneration for his first prize.  Gert received the motorbike on the evening of the competition, but this prize was taken back by the sponsor due to non-payment by Armand du Toit to cover the costs for this bike as agreed upon.

Gert Scheepers reported to the members his perspective of the events surrounding the competition.

He stated that he went to CIT (sponsor for the motorbike) and they advised him of the agreement made with Armand du Toit.  (They would sponsor the bike at cost and Armand du Toit was to pay them approximately R30,000 for the bike).

Armand du Toit phoned Gert to arrange to put the bike through the test, etc.  Gert never saw the bike again.

He stated that he understands that he will not get the motorbike back but he hopes to protect members from having this type of thing happen to them.

He continued that he is still unhappy about how this whole situation came into play.

The current EXCOM advised members that a meeting had been held and investigation has been launched.  Armand du Toit has been suspended from amateur armwrestling in South Africa and this decision will only be reviewed after two years, should he make amends with the various parties from the Klerksdorp competition.

Members were also advised that they could also look at being suspended from armwrestling for up to a year should they be found guilty of attending a competition arranged by Armand du Toit or where he may be involved.

Dave Muil added that we do not need members such as Armand du Toit who bring this kind of bad light over the sport in South Africa.

Annamarie Trollip asked if Armand du Toit may still promote Pro-competitions.

Members were advised that we cannot stop him on a professional level but it is up to us as members of the SAAWF to boycott any competition where Armand is involved.

We also need to look at educating the public that Armand du Toit and armwrestling is not synonymous in South Africa.

Daan du Toit supported Annamarie’s suggestion to have an article placed in the National Beeld to advise the public accordingly.  Gert Scheepers added that he initially felt an article of this nature may not be good for armwrestling.

It was explained that this would be an informative article and worded carefully so as not to bring bad light onto the sport or the SAAWF.

A vote was taken.  Majority vote was passed.

The new Committee is to handle this article and it is to be place by the end of June 2009.  Annamarie will supply the Beeld contact.  Daan du Toit will assist with the wording of this article to ensure that it does not impact negatively on the sport.

9. Job descriptions for SAAWF Officials

There is currently no set job descriptions for the Committee members.

Boeta Opperman added that these positions and job descriptions need to be reflected in our Constitution.  Willie Botha agreed with this point.

Some members voted into the Committee were placed in positions without the necessary experience or means to do what was required from them.

This will be looked into as the SAAWF is still in its growing phase.

10. Year Calendar 2009/2010

SA Rankings 2009 will be taking place on 29 August at the Pretoria Showgrounds.

World Championships 2009 are in Italy and members wishing to attend must contact the Secretary to obtain the necessary information.  

SA National Championships 2010 – members are to give their input regarding the date for 2010.  It was suggested that we look at the first school holidays of the year as this allows the SAAWF to utilise school hostels to lower the cost of accommodation, etc.

All Africa Championships 2010.  The SAAWF will be submitting a proposal to WAF to host this event.
11. World Championships – Canada 2008

There are a number of members who have already confirmed their attendance.  The cost to attend is in the region of R 12,000 to R 15,000 per member.

Members who have advised they will definitely be attending are:
Willie Botha, Daan du Toit and Bertus Lourens

12. Media Coverage and Marketing

Members were asked to please share any local articles of interest with Rosemary to be placed on the website.

Nanette Opperman arranged TV coverage on SABC Sport and Warriors.  She will advise when this will be aired.

Willie Botha thanked Nanette for her hard work and input.

13. SAAWF Annual Awards Dinner

Members were invited to attend the Awards Dinner on Friday evening.  This is a great opportunity for members to bond on a level other than at a competition.

Nominees were requested to attend the Dinner if they wished to be taken into consideration for the award.  Non-attendance would lead to their nomination becoming nul and void.

14. Armwrestler of the Year Awards 2009

Champs4Africa sponsored four trophies.  A floating trophy for the seniors categories and trophies to be kept by the juniors were given.  There will also be a trophy for Spectator of the Year.

The nominees for the Armwrestler of the Year were read forward to the meeting and are as follows:

Junior Boys:
Corné Eramus / Juan Nel Christopher Geel

Junior Girls:
Michelle Opperman / Esmarelda Schnetler (Nel)

Senior Men:
DeWet Botha / Jacques Geel / Willie Botha / Terence Opperman / 
Danie Stroebel / Danie Fourie / Philip Nel

Senior Ladies:
Liezl de Jager / Rosemary Stroebel / Schelna Scheepers / Judy Jacobs

Members in italics were unable to attend and thus their nominations fell away.

The Armwrestler of the Year Awards were voted as follows:

Junior Boys – Corné Eramus (Pretoria)
Junior Girls – Michelle Opperman (Witbank)
Senior Men – Danie Fourie (Polokwane)
Senior Ladies – Rosemary Stroebel (East Rand)

15. SAAWF Constitution

Daan du Toit stated that there is a constitution that has been approved by the previous committee.  This interim constitution can be found on the website.  Members were invited to go through this document and offer suggestions.

Members who do not have access to the website can request a copy from the SAAWF Secretary.

16. SAAWF Finances

Rosemary Stroebel informed the members that we still have a positive bank balance and sufficient funds to cover our WAF affiliation fees for the past three years.

Audited Statements will be drawn up for the past three years so as to submit to SASCOC and thus take our sport to the next level.  We hope to have these statements ready by the end of June 2009.  Rosemary advised that this is being done and no charge and it is usually a very costly service to obtain.

This years SA Championships would mostly be funded by donations obtained by Nanette Opperman (Champs4Africa).  Nanette was thanked for her brilliant work and input to put the 2009 Nationals together.

17. Report back from current SAAWF Committee members

Copies of these reports attached.

18. SAAWF Committee elections

Rosemary Stroebel advised that due to her health problems she will not be available as Secretary on the Committee for another term.  Danie Stroebel also advised that he will not be available for re-election onto the Committee.

The final vote to stand over to Saturday 4 July 2009.  

The nominees who were elected as members of the new Executive Committee are as follows:

President – 
Johan van der Heever
Members –
Gert Scheepers
 

Daan du Toit
 

Boeta Opperman
 

Dave Muil (KZN)
 

Div Pienaar (FS) 
Secretary - 
Zuzette du Toit

Additional members may be appointed onto the Committee as required.

19. General

Jody Foster from SAIDS (South African Institute for Drug-free Sport) gave a presentation to the members regarding the doping control procedure in South Africa.  They were shown how a test takes place and advised of their rights regarding testing.  Members were also invited to contact SAIDS directly if they have any questions or required advice.

20. Closing

The meeting was officially brought to a close at 16h00.
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